THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
life of a society depends on the mode of production, that
is, on the entire complex of the existing conditions of
production ".
We shall once more ask :  What is the origin of the
conditions  of production,   their  remote  or  proximate
cause ?   Marx and those who believe in his theory, will
answer:   the conditions of production correspond to a
certain stage of the development of the productive forces.
We have, however, seen that this is a misapprehension.
That the conditions of production correspond to the
development of the productive forces, is true only in so
far as both are inter-dependent; and it would be equally
true to say that the productive forces correspond to a
certain development of the conditions  of production.
Neither of the two sentences contains the whole truth,
and the terms used in them are vague and ambiguous.
We have further seen that the productive forces are not
the primary agency on which everything else depends.
The primary causes of history are still undiscovered,
and the only possible way to their discovery, provided
that they can be known, is the most exact analysis of
facts  and events,  and  not  arbitrary  and  hazardous
generalisations.
Without pursuing this question any further her^ ]
we shall concentrate our attention upon our immediate
problem, the relations between the conditions of pro-
duction and the ideological superstructure. Is the
proposition acceptable that, given a certain mode of
production, all other social and intellectual phenomena
In the same society invariably result from it ?
Cunow, intending to prove and to illustrate the truth
of Marx's doctrine,1 informs us that the economic con-
1 Cf. op. cit. vol. ii. ck vi., '< Die Marx'sche Geschichtstheorie ".
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